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articles contributed to the Revue f Histoire des Doctrines Economiques,
Paris, 1910, Revue d'Histoire Economique et Sociale, Paris, 1913, and
Jahrbuch JUT Gesetszgebung Ferwaltung und Volksiuirtschaft, Leipzig,
1913, and bj G. Prato in Memorie della Reale Academia della Scienze di
Torino, Vol. LXIV, Series II, Turin, 1914; and completed by Paul Harsin
in his monumental John Law. Oeuvres Completes, 3 vols., Paris, 1934.
Besides a number of new letters, Professor Harsin has discovered thirty-
nine of Law's compositions, of which unquestionably the most important
is the financier's so-called memoirs, in reality the account which he wrote
from exile of his administration in France, Histoire des Finances pendant
la Regcnce, completed in 1726 and long considered lost.
Law's official activities have been described, often with scant im-
partiality, by various contemporary French economists in their writings.
These are Marmont du Hautchamp, Histoire du Systeme des Finances sous
la Minorite de Louis XV, pendant les Annees 1719 et 1720, 6 vols., The
Hague, 1739; Dutot, Reflexions Politiques sur les Finances et le Com-
merce, The Hague, 1738; S.F. Melon, Essal Politique sur le Commerce,
1734; V.D. de Forbonnais, Recherches et Corisiderations sur les Finances
de la France, 6 vols., Basle, 1758; and Paris-Duverney, Examen, 2 vols,,
The Hague, 1740. The financial decrees of the Regency Council, many of
which were drafted by Law, are contained in Vols. V and VI of du Haut-
champ's work.
The chief secondary authority on the 'system' is the scholarly work by
E. Levasseur, Recherches Historiques sur le Syxterne de Law, Paris, 1854.
Besides recounting the "system1 's history in detail, Levasseur summarizes
and assesses the economic writings of Law's contemporaries. An informa-
tive and recent account of Law's economic ideas and their application is
by Reinhard Rohrbach, Die Geld- und Kredittheoretischen Anschauungen
John Laws, Berlin, 1927. The best work on the 'system' in English is by an
American economist, A. McFarlane Davis, An Historical Study of Law's
System., Boston, Mass., 1887 (reprinted from The Quarterly Journal of
Economics, Vol. I, 1887). Other short but useful studies have been made
by Charles Mackay in his Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions,
Vol. I, London, 1852; by S. Alexi in his John Law und sein System, Ber-
lin, 1885; by J. S. Nicholson in his Money and Monetary Problems., Lon-
don, 1897; bij R. H. Mottram in his History of Financial Speculation, Lon-
don, 1929; and by Peter Wilding in his Adventurers in the Eighteenth
Century, London, 1937.
Short biographies have been written in French by P.A. Cochut (1853),